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2009 Report Card Data

Frequently Asked Questions
For information provided by ADE on understanding your Report Card go to http://www.arkansased.org/testing/performance/read.html 
Indicator 1 – Achievement

Why don’t my grade level percentages for Below Basic, Basic, Proficient and Advanced match the Administrative Summary pages I received from the testing company for my ACTAAP Benchmark and End-of-Course Exam scores? 

The Administrative Summaries from Questar and Pearson defined combined population differently than the AYP Accountability Workbook. 
· The testing company included all students in the combined population, including highly mobile students. 
· The testing company provided separate reports for regularly tested students and portfolio tested students with disabilities. 
In contrast, the report card grade level calculations were based on the combined population and subgroups as defined for AYP. 
· The report card summaries excluded highly mobile students and literacy LEP students in the U.S. for first year.
· The report card summaries included non-mobile special education students who were alternately tested using a portfolio assessment. 
Does the report card reflect all the data corrections I submitted during the AYP corrections and appeals process?

The report card combined population and subgroup summaries, as well as the percent tested, were calculated after all approved appeals corrections have been applied. 

My district had students with disabilities whose proficient scores were excluded for AYP accountability. Where are these students counted in the report card? 

Students with disabilities’ scores that were excluded from the percent proficient calculations for AYP were counted in their actual performance class for the report card. These students were counted in the proficient or advanced category as per their actual test results.

How were LEP students who were in the US less than 1 year counted in the report?

LEP less than 1 year students were excluded from the literacy calculations as per flexibility in the AYP workbook, unless the district or school requested these students be included in the performance class calculations (where scores were available).
LEP less than 1 year students who completed the mathematics exams were included if they scored proficient or advanced as per AYP flexibility.  

My AYP report doesn’t split out my students by grade level, but the report card does. How can I check the percentages? 
The SIR09 post appeals data set available on the ED.STATS portal at http://normes.uark.edu provides all students included in your AYP calculations. You can download the data set to Excel or you can work in EGuide to check students by grade level and subgroup. See the instructions in the *How to Check* section at the end of this document. 
How was percent tested determined for the school report card?

The percent tested reported in this draft is the value calculated at the school level for the combined population only. This figure is pulled from the AYP report section ‘Percent Tested Results for Overall and Subgroups’.

· On the report card, if the value is 95% or greater, this statement is reported. 
· Schools testing fewer than 95% of students will reflect the actual percentage of students tested. 
How was percent tested determined for the district report card?

The percent tested reported in this draft is the value calculated at the district level for the combined population only. This figure is pulled from the AYP report section ‘Percent Tested Results by AYP Group for Overall and Sub-Groups’. The results are pulled from the K-5 AYP group unless the district does not have this group. In very few cases, the results are pulled from the 6-8 or 9-12 AYP group results. These are districts that serve limited grade levels. 
· On the report card, if the value is 95% or greater, this statement is reported. 

· Districts testing fewer than 95% of students will reflect the actual percentage of students tested. 
Where did NORMES get the SAT-10 National Percentile Rankings for my school or district?
SAT-10 average national percentile rankings (NPR) for school, district and the state were reported from the Arkansas Department of Education Summary data files provided by Pearson, Inc. 
Why don’t my ACT averages match the values in the report I received from ACT, Inc.?

NORMES calculated the ACT averages differently than ACT, Inc.  
· ACT, Inc. calculates and reports averages to schools using the students’ most recent score on the English, reading, math and composite scores.

· NORMES calculated and reported averages using the highest composite or subtest score reported for each 12th grade student tested on the ACT in 2009. Using three years of ACT scores, NORMES selected each student's highest or maximum score for each subtest (English, reading, math, composite) from any completed ACT test completed during the student's prior three years. 

· NORMES’ method of calculating average ACT is parallel to the methodology used in the remediation rate.

· To verify the data used in these calculations, schools can refer to the data table ACT2009 available on the ED.STATS portal. 
How are Advanced Placement Results reported? 
· The Number of Students Taking AP Courses was reported to NORMES by ADE. The number reported represents the number of students, not the number of AP courses taken. 

· The number of students taking AP exams and the number scoring 3, 4 or 5 on AP exams were reported to the ADE by College Board, Inc. 
· Students enrolled in more than one AP course and taking more than one AP exam were counted for each exam taken and each score of 3, 4 or 5. 

Why do I have more AP exams taken than students taking AP courses?

A single student can be enrolled in more than one AP course. If a student takes multiple AP exams, each exam is counted. However, a student is only counted once in the Number of Students Taking AP Courses regardless of the number of courses for which they enrolled.
Does NCLB AYP reflect appeals?
These data reflect post-appeals school improvement status. Schools can check their status by running the adequate yearly progress (AYP) reports in the ED.STATS portal. 
The status School Improvement Meets Standards (SI-M) is considered School Improvement. Under Smart Accountability, schools in improvement that achieve the standard for the first year are considered in improvement until the schools achieve the standard for two consecutive years in the same subject. These schools appear with a Y on the school report card, or were counted in the number of schools in improvement on the district and state report cards.
Remediation Rate 

Remediation rate is calculated by taking the number of students scoring below 19 in math or English divided by the number of students with ACT scores. These data can be checked by downloading ACT2009 from the ED.STATS portal.

Grade Inflation Rate
Grade inflation was redefined by state law to reflect the use of End of Course Exam grades in place of the ACT scores. Please reference Arkansas Annotated Code 6.15.421 for details. Grades were supplied by ADE for Algebra and Geometry EOC courses. 

Grade inflation student data are available for your review on the ED.STATS portal. 
The number of students with a B grade or higher are included in grade inflation for your school or district. The number of students who were not proficient on the EOC yet received a B grade or higher is divided by the number of students with a B grade or higher. This is multiplied by 100 to get the Grade Inflation Rate. The rate represents the percent of students with a B grade or higher that did not receive a proficient or higher score on the EOC. 

A detailed explanation sheet is available at http://normes.uark.edu/?p=513 

How is the Act 35 School Performance Gain Rating calculated? 

For information on this rating go to 

http://www.arkansased.org/performance_report/pdf/understand_2007.pdf 
Indicators 2 - 7 

All data were provided by the Arkansas Department of Education. 
· Enrollment:  Cycle 2

· Retention: Cycle 3

· Attendance Rate: Cycle 6

· Dropout Rate: Cycle 3

· Grad Rate:  uses Enrollment and dropouts by grade for 4 years.  Can also pull dropouts by date range, October 1 – September 30

· Discipline: Cycle 7

· Completely Certified/Emergency License:  Done by Michael McLemore at APSCN

· Degree Types: Cycle 2 and/or APLS

· Pct Classes Not HQT: Cycle 2

· Pct School Choice: Cycle 2

· Pct Free/Reduced Lunch:  Cycle 2

Graduation Rate
The graduation rate reported at the state level is the National Governor's Association (NGA) rate. It is a four-year adjusted cohort rate required by the United States Department of Education under Title 1 reporting requirements. The graduation rates reported for schools and districts  were calculated as outlined in the Arkansas AYP Accountability Workbook, page 25, available at http://arkansased.org/nclb/pdf/accountability_wkbk_021208b.pdf   This is the same methodology used in prior years. 
The school and district graduation rates reported in the 2009 report card will be used for the secondary indicator in AYP 2010. It is important to review these data for accuracy and report any concerns to Dr. Smith's office. 
Why are some sections of the draft report card blank where there should be data values?

Some schools and districts were missing data in the original data set received by NORMES from ADE. A missing value is left blank unless NORMES programs the blank to be reported as a 0. If your school’s or district's data were missing for a particular row of the report you can submit this information to Dr. Charity Smith as outlined in the Commissioner’s Memo regarding this review period.
*How to Check Section *
How to Check Draft Report Card 2009 Data Using ED.STATS

Superintendents and principals, or their authorized designees, can use ED.STATS to check the figures in the draft state report cards:

1. From http://normes.uark.edu click on the ED.STATS portal link under Private Access.

2. Log into the portal using your username and password.

3. Click on the Data Downloads tab.

4. Click on the SIR09 post appeals data set link.

5. Click on the Execute button when the Execution Options page opens.

6. Click Save when the File Download box opens. Save to your desktop. (If you do not get a File Download box, check to make sure your browser settings allow file downloads. If not, you will need to enable downloads from this site.)

7. Open the saved file in Excel. Use the sort feature to separate students who were mobile or LEP less than 1 year to calculate the students included in your school performance report by grade.  Please see data definitions for clarification on which students were included and which students were excluded from the performance class calculations. 

8. Repeat this process for other data sets you wish to review. 

