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Multiply the number of students (20) by the points assigned to 
the category (4) to get the points produced by the students in the  
Advanced category. Add up the points for each category. Divide the 
total points for the school (260) by the number of students (100) to 
get a rating score (2.6), meeting standards.

How to Calculate Category Two (Status)

	 Number of Students 	 Categories 	 Points Assigned to Categories 	 Total
	 20	 Advanced	 4	 80
	 30	 Pro�cient	 3	 90
	 40	 Basic	 2	 80
	 10	 Below Basic	 1	 10
		  Total points for the school for all categories     260
 Cut Score		                       Performance Category 		  Rating
	 3.23 	- 4.0	 Schools of excellence	 5
	 2.79 	- 3.22	 Schools exceeding the standards	 4
	 2.21 	- 2.78	 Schools meeting standards	 3
	 1.719 	- 2.20	 Schools approaching the standards (alert)	 2
	 1.0 	- 1.718	 Schools in need of immediate improvement	 1		

1. Student growth is based upon changes in student performance 
  levels across two adjacent years.
2. To assess annual changes more precisely, each student performance  
  level (Below Basic, Basic, Pro�cient and Advanced) will be split  
  into two sub-categories (Below Basic 1, Below Basic 2, Basic 1,  
  Basic 2, Pro�cient 1, Pro�cient 2, Advanced 1 and Advanced 2).
3. If student achievement improves, value is added. For each scale  
  score performance sub-category position that a student moves to  
  the right, (a higher performance sub-category) .5 is added. For  
  each position that a student moves to the left, (lower perfor- 
   mance), .5 is subtracted.
Schools will be classi�ed in one of the following categories for gains.

How To Calculate Category One (Gains)

	 Cut Score	 Performance Category 	 Rating
	 0.25 and above	 Schools of excellence for improvement	 5
	 0.13 to 0.24	 Schools exceeding improvement standards	 4
	 0.01 to 0.12	 Schools meeting improvement standards	 3
	 -0.12 to 0.0	 Schools approaching standards (alert)	 2
	 -0.13 and below	 Schools in need of immediate improvement	 1
 

Use the scale score for a student from 2009 and the table below to 
�nd the sub-category for 2009. If the student scored 360 in grade 4 
literacy in 2009, he would be in the Basic 1 sub-category (Bas1). The 
same student scored 495 in grade 5 literacy in 2010 to be in the Basic 
2 sub-category (Bas2). Since the student moved from sub-category 
Bas 1 in 2009 to Bas 2 in 2010, a .5 gain point is added.

If a student scored 655 in grade 3 literacy in 2009 and 355 in grade 4 
literacy in 2010, the student would produce negative two gain points 
by declining from Adv 1 to Bas 1.

Scale Score Performance Sub-Categories

	 Grade 	 Subject	  BB1 	 BB2 	 Bas1 	 Bas2 	 Prof1 	 Prof2 	 Adv1 	 Adv2
	 3	 Lit	 1-262	 263	 330	 415	 500	 577	 654	 745
		  Math	 1-369	 370	 409	 454	 500	 543	 586	 637
	 4	 Lit	 1-292	 293	 354	 456	 559	 653	 748	 842
		  Math	 1-451	 452	 495	 527	 559	 599	 640	 691
	 5	 Lit	 1-334	 335	 382	 493	 604	 701	 799	 888
		  Math	 1-500	 501	 544	 574	 604	 650	 697	 742
	 6	 Lit	 1-361	 362	 417	 529	 641	 732	 823	 929
		  Math	 1-533	 534	 569	 605	 641	 681	 722	 774
	 7	 Lit	 1-371	 372	 426	 549	 673	 770	 867	 950
		  Math	 1-585	 586	 622	 647	 673	 718	 764	 811
	 8	 Lit	 1-453	 454	 507	 603	 700	 807	 914	 958
		  Math	 1-611	 612	 655	 677	 700	 751	 802	 840

 

Act 35 Annual School Rating System
The Act 35 of 2003 Annual School Rating System was  
designed for the purpose of improving student achievement 
through school accountability and recognition. As required, 
the rating system will be based on the tests included in the 
Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment and Account-
ability Program (ACTAAP).

Act 35 of 2003, §6-15-2101 (c), requires that each school be 
classi�ed into “two (2) category levels” as follows:

   – “Category One” for the “school’s improvement gains” tracked  
    longitudinally using value-added calculation known as the  
     annual improvement category level and,

  – “ Category Two” based on “performance from the prior year”  
  referred to as the annual performance category (or  
     “status”).

The Standards Setting for Category One Grades 3-8 was com-
pleted in the Spring of 2008. Category One for high schools 
and Category Two were completed in 2010. 

Arkansas schools are rated nationally by the No Child Left Be-
hind Act (NCLB) and rated at the state level by the Arkansas 
Student Assessment and Educational Accountability Act (Act 
35 of 2003).

Schools that meet standards are labeled “Achieving.” A 
school that did not make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) can 
have the “Targeted” designation if it does not make AYP in 25 
percent or fewer groups of students, but does meet the goal 
for combined population. If AYP is not made for combined 
population, the “Whole School” designation is used. The fol-
lowing terms are used to describe schools not meeting AYP 
for one or more years:  Alert, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5 (Restructuring) and Year 6 or more (State Directed). 
For more information see Page 21 of this report and go to:
http://normes.uark.edu/eguide/training/webportal_docs/
SmartAcctLabels.pdf

CALCULATING THE RESULTS

Sum of all total gains = -5.5 + 4.5 = -1.0. Sum of counts = 21 + 19 = 40. 
School Improvement Gain Index = Sum of Total Points / Sum of 
Counts = -1.0/40 = -0.025.

To illustrate the school calculation, the table below shows the  
computation of the index for a school with only Grade 4 students, 
21 of whom took the literacy test and 19 the mathematics test. The 
school index is -0.025, which re�ects a very slight decline in achieve-
ment. The school rating would be Level 2 – schools, on alert.

	 Literacy Grade 4  	  Mathematics Grade 4
	 Gain Points 	 Count 	 Total Gains 	 Count 	 Total Gains	

	 -2.0	 1	 -2.0 x 1 = -2.0		
	 -1.5	 2	 -1.5 x 2 = -3.0
	 -1.0	 3	 -1.0 x 3 = -3.0	 2	 -1.0 x 2 = -2.0
	 -0.5	 4	 -0.5 x 4 = -2.0	 3	 -0.5 x 3 = -1.5
	 0.0	 5	  0.0 x 5 = 0.0	 5	  0.0 x 5 = 0.0
	 0.5	 3	  0.5 x 3 = 1.5	 4	  0.5 x 4 = 2.0
	 1.0	 3	  1.0 x 3 = 3.0	 3	  1.0 x 3 = 3.0
	 1.5			   2	  1.5 x 2 = 3.0	

	 Sum	 21	 -5.5	 19	 4.5

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Labels

11               Lit        0-164       165        170       182        194         208       222        233
HS       Algebra 1     0-165       166       195        212        222        254        278        299
HS     Geometry    0-163       164       189        199        210        243        267        286

Pages 9-23: Source: National O�ce for Research, Measurement and Evalu-
ation Systems, University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 

Page 22: *Source: ADE O�ce of Research and Technology
Page 23: **Source: FNS National databank for federal �scal year 2010  
***State Free and Reduced-Price Meal Rate includes preschool and adult 
education students.
*Note: School Board members who were recently elected may not have 
completed all of their training prior to the printing of this School Perfor-
mance Report. 

Sources & Notes




